











Medical perspective:


Concerns oriented to technical issues.





Psychological perspective:


Concerns oriented to the treatment of related mental conditions.
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Making bodies� and prosthetics:





Body and Prosthetics as entities to work on towards the patient’s rehabilitation





The Problem is…





Look at the rehabilitation practices in the places where they are conducted.





New questions!


How do the experts do it?


What are the elements involved?


What does it involve to wear a prosthetics?





What if…





Orthotist 1: ok, it’s ready… Can you wear it?.


Orthotist 2: how do you feel it?... is it ok?.


Patient: mmm... there is something inside… it makes me feel uncomfortable…


Orthotist: is it a screw?.


Patient: no, I don’t think so…


Orthotist: let me see… it might be this… wear it!.


---


Several times she moves the socket forwards and backwards trying to find a position that makes her feel both, comfortable and secure while wearing the prosthetic limb.  After several attempts, she stands up, this time everything seems to be ok.


Minutes later we are all in the corridor; the orthotist has asked her to walk from one side of the corridor to the other.


---


Orthotist: how do you feel your leg?.


Patient: I feel that, in this part, it doesn’t fit very well… here…


Orthotist: where?... oh, I see… if it doesn’t hurt it’s better to leave it like that, remember that you have to lose two or three kilos, after that it will fit much better… 


Patient: yeah… ok.


---


Orthotist 1: what do you think?.


Orthotist 2: I think it is fine as it is… but, will the size of the foot be changed?, or not?... maybe one size bigger would give her more support…


Orthotist 1: how do you feel the foot?, is it ok, or do you feel it too small?.


Patient: mmm… ok?... I am concerned about the resistance of the socket… in general the prosthetics… because I use the left leg as my support leg in the shot-put.


Orthotist: no, no, don’t worry about that, you can do the shot-puts with confidence, these prosthetics are very resistant… it supports very well your weight… but of course you can’t do high-speed running with this prosthetics, it wouldn’t resist that… how do you feel the socket?, is it comfortable?.


Patient: yeah… this position is better, because as it was before, I was feeling insecure to walk… I felt that my leg could get out of the socket… but now it’s ok.





Fieldnote!





Remaking of links between different elements across different spheres





	- Between a human body and a prosthetic device,





	- Between two legs and their coordination,





	- Between a patient and a prosthesis,





	- Between a person and her daily activities as an athlete.





Fitting & Adjusting Session








Remaking of links to achieve the most ‘adequate’ attachment.








After the prosthetics has been attached to her stump,   the patient is now ‘walking on her two feet’…





No more about an artefact, but about a person.





The prosthetic device has become part of the patient                   it has become ‘her leg’.





The ‘Adequate’ Adjustment





	The process of attachment does not run smoothly





Prosthetics do not always fit well with bodies.


Difficulties arise that have to be overcome.





Difficult attachment…








